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to commit new crimes, and opportunities for new crimes. This dynamic 
is not limited to prisons. It has been reported that batterer treatment pro-
grams, when not managed correctly, might result in batterers learning from 
one another about strategies to control and abuse their partners without 
getting caught.

Perceptions of fairness have also been tied to criminogenic sanctions. 
Tom Tyler has written extensively about procedural justice and the impor-
tance of fairness and legitimacy in the application of the law.92 From this 
perspective, if inmates perceive their sanctions to be unfair, they may be at 
a higher risk of reoffending. Sanctions that are experienced as too severe, 
then, run the risk of producing crime rather than deterring it.

Prison sanctions can also be criminogenic when considering the 
impact that sanctions have on urban communities. Recall from Chapter 
5 that incarcerating high numbers of minorities from urban neighbor-
hoods weakens the social capital found in those neighborhoods. With 
more single-parent homes and fewer fathers available to help raise chil-
dren, the potential for crime increases. Michelle Alexander likened this 
mass incarceration to former policies that formally segregated minorities 
and suppressed them in many different ways. In particular, in The New 
Jim Crow, Alexander skillfully and masterfully asserted that mass incar-
ceration, in effect, has the same consequences that Jim Crow laws had on 
minority populations in years past.93 Perhaps one day we will look back 
on our current incarceration policies and hold them in the same level of 
contempt that we now hold Jim Crow laws.

Release strategies and reentry processes (or rather, the lack of reen-
try efforts) also may contribute to crime. When these processes are weak, 
offenders are essentially going from a harsh environment full of regimen-
tation and control to an environment where their needs are not met and 
there is nothing stopping them from reoffending. With this sort of a frame-
work, it might be more appropriate to ask, Why don’t even more offenders 
commit new crimes? Consider how difficult it is for felons to access federal 
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Federal regulations prohibit incarcerated individuals 
from consolidating their federal student loans while 
they are incarcerated. Inmates can, however, apply 
for loan deferments, allowing them to defer payment 
of loans they took out prior to their incarceration. 
Once released, individuals may be eligible for new 
federal student loans, though convictions for certain 
drug offenses and some types of sex offenses 

may result in limited access to student loans. With 
this information as a backdrop, list three reasons 
why financial aid should be tied to conviction 
and incarceration as well as three reasons why it 
shouldn’t. Should inmates be able to take college 
courses while incarcerated? Would it make a 
difference if the course was offered online? Discuss 
your answers with your classmates.
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